Mersey & Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 9th April, 1980. by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh.4321
2nd April, 1980
Dr. A. G. Kennedy Young; Dr. M. Pugh Thomas; 
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
the Vice Chairman of the Authority 
(A. Richardson) and the Chairman of 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T. A. F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Member,
A meeting of the MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 P.M. on WEDNESDAY, 9TH APRIL, 1980, in ' 
COMMITTEE ROOM 1, DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration 
of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th January, 1980 (enclosed 
herewith together with Minutes of the meeting of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 4th February, 1980).
3. Rod and line 1icence duties.
4. Jumbles Reservoir Fishery.
5. Future plans and programme for trout fisheries in the Bolton 
area (oral report) ..
6. Commonbank Lake.
7. Bailiffing staff - Mersey and Weaver area.
F2/A12
To: Members of the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. J. S. Bailey (Chairman);
D. Bridgewood; F. Egerton; A. Jones; 
P. Neal; R. Newton; J. A. Shanahan;
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8. Calendar of meetings.
9. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries activities.
10. Any other business.
Lunch will be served in the Members’ Dining Room 
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Menu for the day 
is enclosed, and members attending for lunch are 
asked to indicate their choice of main course to 
the officer on duty near the Members' Retiring 
Room.
Item fjft 2
F2/B4 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
/
16TH JANUARY, 1980
Present: J. S. Bailey Esq. (Chairman)
D. Bridgewood Esq. P. Neal Esq.
F. Egerton Esq. Dr. M. Pugh Thomas
J. A. Shanahan Esq.
11. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting was received from Mr.T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr.A. Jones, Dr. A.G. Kennedy Young, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. R. 
Newton and Mr. A. Richardson.
12. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman introduced Mr .P. Neal and welcomed him to his first 
meeting of the Advisory Committee.
13. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th October, 1979, 
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
14. BAILIFFING STAFF, MERSEY AND WEAVER AREA
Reference was made to the Committee's recommend at ion of 20th June, 
1979, concerning an increase in the bailiffing staff for the Mersey 
and Weaver area. The recommendation had been accepted by the Regional 
Committee on 12th July, 1979, and subsequently the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee had deferred consideration of the matter until 
their Budget meeting on 4th February, 1980.
In considering the matter further the Committee noted the severe 
cash limits restriction under which the Authority was operating at the 
present time.
RECOMMENDED:
That should it not prove possible to increase the bailiffing 
establishment for the Mersey and Weaver area, investigations be 
made into the possibility of relocating existing bailiffing staff 
with the object of improving bailiffing coverage in this area.
15. COMMONBANK LAKE, NR. CHORLEY
It was agreed that a report would be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Committee on the condition of Commonbank Lake.
16. FISHERIES ADMINISTRATION
The Committee requested that they be kept informed of any proposals 
for modification of the structure of the existing Fisheries Advisory 
Committees.
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17. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS NEEDING PROTECTION OR 
IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
The EEC had adopted several Directives setting water quality 
objectives for a variety of purposes in the marine and freshwater 
environment. The aim of this Directive was to protect or improve the 
quality of those running or standing freshwaters which supported or 
which, if pollution were reduced or eliminated, would become capable 
of supporting freshwater fish. In this connection parameters to be 
applied to freshwaters were specified, and imperative (mandatory) and 
guideline values were given.
In accordance with the requirements of the Directive the Authority had 
now drawn up an initial list of designated waters classified as 
salmonid or cyprinid and incorporated the list in a Consultation Paper 
which had been circulated widely among local authorities and 
interested organisations in the region. The list would be finalised 
and forwarded to DOE in May for submission to the EEC by July, 1980.
DOE had advised that the implementation of the Directive should 
not unduly affect the Authority's capital expenditure programme and 
consequently at this stage the designated waters comprised those which 
currently met the desired standards.
It was noted that it was the intention to survey the canals throughout 
the region with the object of designating those reaches which 
conformed to the requirements of the Directive.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority aim to designate all recognised fisheries 
within the region as and when finance becomes available.
18. DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT RESERVOIRS
The Committee noted that the Authority had approved the Committee's 
request to be informed of cases arising within the area of the 
Committee, involving the disposal of redundant Authority owned 
reservoirs.
19. TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES - CATEGORY 3 SITES - REPORT ON PROGRESS
The Committee was informed that following consultations with the 
Peak District National Park and Macclesfield District Council, and 
subject to any comments of the Committee, the Recreation Sub-Committee 
was to be recommended to reclassify Lamaload Reservoir as Category 1 
and to re-let the angling rights to the Prince Albert Angling Society, 
the present lessees, for a period of 7 years.
Any new lease was to include (inter-alia) provision for an annual 
report to the Authority by the Society on management policies and 
public usage of the reservoir, and the quality of the fishing.
RESOLVED:
That the proposals be approved.
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20. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee^ 
which included river conditions and fishing; hatchery work at 
Holingworth and in the pilot hatchery at Great Sankey; fish stocking, 
and advisory work on fisheries management.
Members discussed in some detail a pollution incident which had 
affected the River Weaver and officers reported on the measures taken 
to prevent a repetition of such an occurrence.
The Committee expressed appreciation of the netting operations 
carried out by the Authority's fisheries staff.
F1/A8 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
4TH FEBRUARY, 1980 
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J. S. Bailey, Esq. W. F. Hobson, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq. R. D. Houghton, Esq.
J. M. Croft, Esq. J. Johnson, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq. R • A • Parkin, Esq.
T. M. Farrer, Esq. Major J. G. W. Skipwith
J. H. Fell, Esq. L. B. Williams, Esq.
G. Wilson , Esq.
29. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Major J. G. W. Skipwith to his first meeting 
of the Committee.
30. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mrs. W. 
Lomas, Mr. Wm. McKenna, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
31. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 
12th November, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
32. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A . Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 7th January, 1980.
The Committee was informed that in relation to Minute No. 18 
regarding representation on the Special Sub-Committee, set 
up to make decisions on matters arising in connection with the 
Public Inquiry into water supply for West Cumbria, the Chairman 
of the Authority had invited Mr. T. A. F. Barnes to be present at 
meetings of the Sub-Committee when matters with fisheries 
implications were to be discussed.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minute's of the meeting of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 7th January, 1980, 
be received and that the recommendation contained in Minute 
No. 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be 
considered under the appropriate agenda item.
(2) That in the light of the decision taken by the Chairman 
of the Authority; the recommendation contained in Minute No.
18 be not approved.
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North Cumbria 
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 8th 
January, 1980.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Cumbria 
Advisory Committee held on 8th January, 1980, be received 
and that the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(Survey of goosanders and mergansers) be approved.
South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December,
1979, and 9th January, 1980.
In considering the detailed recommendation relating to the 
proposals for the development of Stocks Reservoir as a trout 
fishery (Minute No. 12, 13th December, 1979) The Committee 
appreciated the management problems associated with the site, 
which formed a major part of the the estimated high capital costs 
and annual net expenditure associated with the proposals. 
Even so these figures had been reduced to the absolute minimum 
having due regard to the necessary safety standards to be 
observed. The Committee noted the unlikelihood of grant-aid 
being forthcoming from the Sports Council.
The officers undertook to seek an alternative site which could 
be established as a still water trout fishery at less cost, and 
concurrently to consider the future management alternatives for 
Stocks Reservoir.
The Chairman emphasised that there was no intention of converting 
an existing coarse fishery to provide the facility of a still 
water trout fishery.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minu t e s  of the meetings of the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 9th January, 1980 be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 12, 
13th December, 1979, (Stocks Reservoir) be not approved and 
the Water Management Committee be advised that in view of 
the present financial climate, the development of Stocks 
Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery be postponed, but 
that any development of an alternative site as a trout 
fishery be not allowed to prejudice the future development 
of Stocks Reservoir as such.
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(3) That the recommendation contained in M inute No 18, 
9th January, 1980, (Market Survey at Worthington Lakes) 
be not approved and the Recreation Sub-Committee be advised 
that this Committee recommends that Worthington Lake 
be retained as a coarse fishery for a minimum period of 5 
years.
(4) That recommendations Numbered 16 (Net and fixed engine 
licence duties) and 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of 
freshwaters) 9th January, 1980, be considered under the 
appropriate agenda items.
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December,
1979, and 10th January, 1980.
On 13th December, 1979, the Committee had considered, inter alia, 
amendments to the proposed byelaws for the River Lune which had 
been suggested by MAFF and the Committee had recommended further 
amendments which were subsequently accepted by MAFF.
After consultation with the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
the Chairman of the Authority, acting under his delegated powers 
for matters of urgency, gave formal approval to the Local 
Committee's recommendations to ensure the byelaws would be 
operative on 1st April, 1980 for a three year period.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Lune, Wyre 
and Furness Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 10th January, 1980, be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
21 (Survey of goosanders and mergansers) and 27 (Netting 
practice on the Lune estuary) 10th January, 1980, be 
approved.
(3) That with the substitution of the words "in appropriate 
juvenile form" for the word "smolts", the recommendation 
contained in Minute No. 29 (Stocking - River Crake) 10th 
January, 1980, be approved.
E. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 16th January,
1980.
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Strong concern was expressed at the lack of an adequate 
bailiffing force in the Mersey and Weaver area; Associations 
being extremely keen to receive advice on fishery management and 
an acceptable level of patrols to ensure the enforcement of the 
licensing provisions, being required.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 16th January, 1980, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 14 
(Bailiffing Staff - Mersey and Weaver Area) be not approved, 
and the following recommendation to the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee be substituted therefore.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be considered 
under the appropriate agenda item.
RECOMMENDED:
That in view of the considerably increased income expected 
to accrue from licensed angling, and the requests for advice 
on fishery management in the Mersey and Weaver area, the 
bailiffing staff in the area be strengthened as a matter of 
urgency.
33. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
A schedule was submitted incorporating comparative duties paid in 
respect of nets and fixed engines in Eire, Northern Ireland and four 
water authorities.
In reviewing the duties, the aim was to achieve an increase in revenue 
of approximately 50%, in line with the increase which it was 
anticipated would be produced by the rod and line licence duties 
introduced on 1st January, 1980.
The observations of the local committees were sought at the January 
round of meetings, when the following recommendation was forthcoming:-
Derwent and West Cumbria and South Lancashire
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
"That the officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the 
circumstances prevailing".
The North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committees 
adjourned consideration of the matter until their next meeting when 
Members would have had. an opportunity for consultation with the 
relevant Associations.
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RESOLVED:
That a joint meeting of the North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and
Furness Advisory Committees be convened at an early date, for
their final consideration of this matter; following which the 
Chairman of the Authority and the Chairman of the Committee
be requested to approve recommendations for submission to the 
Policy and Resources Committee.
34. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS NEEDING
PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
The EEC had adopted several directives setting water quality 
objectives for a variety of purposes in the marine and freshwater 
environment.
The aim of this directive was to protect or improve the quality 
of those running or standing freshwaters which supported or which, if 
pollution were reduced or eliminated, would become capable of 
supporting freshwater fish. In this connection parameters to be 
applied to freshwaters were specified, and imperative (mandatory) and 
guideline values were given.
In accordance with the requirements of the Directive the Authority 
had drawn up an initial list of designated waters classified as 
salmonid or cyprinid and incorporated the list in a Consultation 
Paper which had been submitted for observation to the local committees 
and circulated widely among local authorities and interested 
organisations in the region. The list would be finalised and 
forwarded to DOE in May for submission to EEC by July 1980.
The Committee noted that DOE had advised that the implementation 
of the directive should not unduly affect the Authority's capital 
expenditure programme and consequently at this stage the designated 
waters comprised those which currently met the desired standards.
The following recommendations were forthcoming from the January round 
of local committee meetings:-
Derwent and West Cumbria
"That the River Keekle be added to the list of designated 
freshwaters and the possibility of including Lostrigg Beck in the 
list be investigated".
South Lancashire
"That canals within the region be surveyed with the object 
of designating those reaches which conform to t)ie standards 
required by the directive".
Mersey and Weaver
"That the Authority aim to designate all recognised fisheries 
within the region as and when finance become available".
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RESOLVED:
(1) That as improvements in the quality of the River Keekle 
and Lostrigg Beck are of a long term nature and could not, 
within the specified time period meet the criteria laid down 
by the directive the recommendation of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee contained in Minute No. 17, 
7th January, 1980, be not approved.
(2) That the recommendations of the South Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committees contained in their 
respective Minute No. 17, be approved for consideration by 
the Policy and Resources Committee.
35. ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
It was reported that the Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee were 
recommending to the Policy and Resources Committee that this Committee 
be instructed to formulate the proposals for increases in fishing 
licence duties to be effective from 1st January, 1981, of a level at 
least equal to forecast increases in inflation up to and including
1981.
RESOLVED:
That the the Local Advisory Committees be informed accordingly 
and their observations together with a full report be submitted 
to the next meeting of the Committee.
36. PUBLIC INQUIRY - WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
expressed concern regarding the alternative proposal for water supply 
to BNFL, brought forward, for the first time, at the Public Inquiry; 
whereby supply could be piped directly from Ennerdale Lake to the 
Company’s premises at Windscale, thereby depriving the River Ehen of 
that flow of water, with the consequent pressure on the fisheries of 
the river.
Fl/Bll NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH APRIL 1980
ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. On 11th February the Authority considered Estimates and Charges for
1980-81 and approved, inter alia, the following recommendation:-
2. As net and fixed engine licence duties are currently under review 
with a view to introducing the new duties from 1st January, 1981, this 
report is confined to making proposals in regard to rod and line 
duties.
3. The rod and line duties were reviewed in 1978 with a view to 
introducing a two licence structure to come into operation of 1st 
January, 1979. It was estimated that income from those proposals 
would produce £284,000 which was 40% of the gross estimated 
expenditure on fisheries (£710,000) in 1977-78. The two-tier licence 
system was unacceptable to MAFF and the existing licence duties 
remained in operation for 1979. Revised proposals estimated to 
produce £276,000 were submitted in June 1979 and approved and came 
into operation on 1st January, 1980.
4. In view of the above history and the fact that the new duties came 
into operation during the financi a l  year 1979-80 it seems reasonable 
to take the probable gross expenditure on fisheries in 1979-80 as a 
base point and measure forecast increases from that point. The 
estimated expenditure for 1980-81, which allows for inflation, has 
recently been approved in the Authority Budget. The 1981-82 
expenditure is estimated to be the 1980-81 figure plus 20%. The 20% 
is the current annual rate of inflation which seems hardly likely to 
be reduced in the foreseeable future and may, according to some 
forecasters, prove to be inadequate. The figures are shown below:-
"That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be instructed 
to formulate proposals for increases in fishing licence duties to 
be effective from 1st January, 1981 of a level at least equal to 
forecast increases in inflation up to and including 1981."
£('000) Index
1979-80 Probable
1980-81 Estimate
1981-82 Estimate (say)
966
1174
1400
100
121
145
5. To conform with the instruction of the Authority it is necessary 
therefore to increase licence duties by 45% and it is recommended that 
the duties be as follows on 1st January, 1981.
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Salmon Whole Area
Present Duty 
£ p
Revised Duty 
£ p
Season Adult
Part Season from June 1
Season Junior etc.
Part Season Junior from June 
7 day
15.00
10.00
7.50 
5.00
2.50
21.70
14.50
10.90
7.20
3.70
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Season Adult 
Season Junior etc. 
7 day
5.00 
2.50
1.00
7.20
3.60
1.50
Non Migratory Trout (Brown Trout, 
Rainbow Trout & Char) Freshwater 
Fish and Eels
Season Adult .
Season Junior 
7 day
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Eel Traps
Eel or Fyke nets
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets
3.00
1.50
.50
25.00 per trap 
.50 per net
5.00 per 25 (or
part thereof)
4.30
2.20
.80
36.25
.75
7.25
(A straight increase of 45% would result in a number of duties ending 
in five pence. To facilitate giving change, season duties have been 
rounded down to the nearest ten pence and seven day duties rounded up 
to the nearest ten pence).
F1/B16 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
MERSEY & WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH APRIL, 1980 
JUMBLES RESERVOIR FISHERY
1. The principal reservoir fisheries in the Bolton area are Entwistle, 
Wayoh and Jumbles. Prior to 1974, the two former waters were managed 
by the Bolton Water Undertaking as season-permit trout fisheries, and 
this arrangement has been continued by the Authority. In compliance 
with recommendations of the Recreation Sub-Committee, the Regional 
Fisheries Committee and the Water Management Committee in 1975 and 
1976, Jumbles Reservoir has hitherto been managed as a mixed fishery 
for trout and coarse fish, 2,000 rainbow trout being introduced in 
April 1979. Where trout fishing is involved, frequent and compre­
hensive supervision of anglers is essential if malpractices are to be 
avoided. The Warden at Jumbles shortly after the stocking with 
rainbow trout had been carried out, received a number of reports that 
anglers were taking away quantities of trout far in excess of the 
permitted bag limit of one brace (bags of 20-60 fish being alleged) 
and therefore increased the frequency of his patrols on the reservoir, 
with some assistance by bailiffs of the Fisheries Department. Despite 
this, no definite evidence of irregularities could be obtained, though 
on one occasion some anglers ran away before they could be identified 
or their catch checked, thus suggesting that there was probably some 
truth in the reports received.
2. To a considerable extent the management of Entwistle and Wayoh 
Reservoirs on a season-ticket basis results in a measure of self- 
bailiffing , so that flagrant abuses of the regulations are less 
likely. However, these waters, as mentioned above, provide primarily 
trout fishing, although there is some coarse fishing for perch on 
Wayoh. Thus the present rather limited coarse fishing facilities on 
Jumbles must be regarded as inadequate considering the predominance of 
coarse anglers in the area. Apart from Worthington Lake, the 
Authority has not hitherto developed any public day-ticket coarse 
fisheries and the rivers and streams in this area are generally of too 
low a water quality to support even coarse fisheries, which are thus 
confined to such canals, pools and mill lodges as may be suitable.
3. Jumbles already contains a considerable stock of perch, together 
with a limited number of barbel (introduced from the River Severn a 
few years ago) and tench. Recommended stocking, as accepted by the 
Recreation Sub-Committee in July 1977, provided for the introduction 
of 6,000 tench and bream over 8" in length at a cost estimated at that 
time of £4,800. From this base a natural population was expected to 
build up which would afford satisfactory angling for a large number of 
people. Once established, a coarse fishery can be expected to be 
self-supporting, since cyprinid fish will normally breed naturally in 
still water, and it is customary for coarse anglers to return their 
catches to the water at the end of their day's fishing. Thus the only 
expense is that of the initial stocking - and of any supplementary 
stocking which may later be required - unlike a trout fishery, where 
repeated stocking annually, both at the beginning and in the course of 
the season, is required to maintain the fishery at a satisfactory 
level of quality. Further, as trout are valuable and easily sold,
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adequate supervision of a fishery is necessary, not only during 
permitted fishing times but also at random times outside them, to 
avoid the likelihood of serious poaching.
4. In fact, trout do exist in Jumbles and breed naturally, in limited 
numbers, in the feeder streams. Some may also escape from Wayoh 
Reservoir upstream at times of overspill. However, if Jumbles were to 
be developed and managed as a coarse fishery only, these trout should 
be regarded as no more than a bonus for anglers although, if this 
situation were intended to continue, a bag limit would need to be 
imposed. The new rod licence introduced on 1st January, 1980 covers 
fishing for both non-migratory trout and coarse fish, so that former 
difficulties relating to licensing of anglers have now disappeared.
5. By reason of normal fishing practice, a water will always accommodate 
many more coarse anglers than it will game anglers, particularly if 
the latter are fishing with fly. This tends to maximise revenue and, 
due to the return of catches to the w ater, substantially less 
supervision is required. Even at the current level of fishing, in 
addition to coarse fishing, the Warden at Jumbles has experienced 
serious enforcement problems but it seems unlikely that any increase 
in staff will be permitted in present economic circumstances. In 
addition, there is unquestionably a very large local demand for more 
and better coarse fishing in an area where scope for this kind of 
fishing is strictly limited.
6. It is recommended, therefore, that the present policy of developing 
Jumbles Reservoir as a mixed fishery should be amended to permit its 
development and management as a coarse fishery, while accepting that 
trout, in limited numbers, will always be likely to be present in the 
water. To this end, stocking with coarse fish to be obtained from a 
commercial supplier, as recommended in 1977, should be carried out in 
the Autumn of 1980, supplemented from time to time, by such additional 
stocking as may be possible, and desirable, from the Authority's own 
resources.
F2/A17 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH APRIL 1980
COMMONBANK LAKES
1. At the last meeting of the Committee it was requested that a report 
be prepared on the condition of Commonbank Lakes. The lakes are fed 
by the River Chor and the condition of the lakes is largely dependent 
on the quality of water in the river and its feeder streams. A survey 
of the river and lakes has been carried out and the following details 
are presented for information.
2. The River Chor rises North of Chorley and flows in a southerly 
direction through residential areas and then in culvert under the 
central area of Chorley, emerging in Astley Park to the West of the 
A6. The river then flows through Astley Park, where it is joined by 
two small tributaries, then in a southerly direction to feed the 
Commonbank Lakes which are used as process water supply by the Chorley 
Bleaching Company. The River Chor is the only feed to the upper lake, 
the lower lake is also fed by two small streams draining the 
Gillibrand Park area.
3. The water quality of the river from the culvert at the A6 and 
downstream to the first bridge into Astley Park is chemically Class 2 
being subject to intermittent pollution from urban run-off. At the 
bridge serving Astley Hall, a small tributary enters from the right 
bank which contains virtually no aquatic life. Continuing downstream, 
the river passes under the A581, and conditions generally improve. 
This improvement is not maintained and further deterioration takes 
place in the length to the top lake where conditions are extremely 
poor, only very limited numbers of pollution tolerant organisms being 
present. There is a slight improvement in the lower lake where 
conditions represent the bare minimum considered necessary to support 
fish life.
4. Three possible contributory causes have been identified:-
(a) Infrequent discharges from the storm sewage overflow in Astley 
Park do affect the fauna downstream. This overflow operates 
approximately once every 3 or 4 months but only in storm 
conditions and high river flows. Under such conditions storm 
sewage is quickly carried downstream to be trapped in the top 
lake. Here, decomposition continues for a long time after the 
river itself has recovered. The storm sewage overflow was 
constructed by the Borough Council in 1976 replacing two 
unsatisfactory over flows which discharged to the culverted 
section of the River Chor.
(b) The tributary entering at the road bridge serving Astley Hall 
has now on two occasions produced unsatisfactory biological 
results. The sparsity of animal life in the River Chor 
downstream from the A581 road bridge is a noteworthy feature of 
three years of sampling, which adds support to the suggestion
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that the quality of the water in this tributary is suspect. The 
tributary drains the Central Lancashire New Town Astley Village 
development and it has been established that a major wrong 
connection of foul sewage to the tributary was rectified in 1979. 
It is still possible that minor wrong connections exist and to 
this end the Authority has requested the New Town to investigate 
and rectify any problems or faults found.
(c) The natural input of leaf litter from (Sense woodland along 
2 Km of the river's bank can be regarded as a form of natural 
pollution with decomposition imposing a detectable BOD load on 
the stream. A proportion of this natural pollution must, like 
the storm sewage, end up trapped in the top lake and thus form 
part of the reservoir of decomposable organic matter.
5. In combination it is possible that all three contributory causes 
have an impact in the top lake which acts as a settlement tank. 
Decomposition of organic solids gives rise to the poor quality water 
input to the main lake.
6. It is envisaged that the Central Lancashire New Town will investigate 
drainage systems on the Astley Village estate and rectify wrong 
connections, and there will be continued inspection and monitoring. 
The new storm sewage overflow does contribute to the polluting load in 
the lakes but its construction provided an improvement over previous 
conditions and no further sewerage improvements schemes are planned at 
least in the short to medium term.
('hurnoek
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BAILIFFING STAFF, MERSEY AND WEAVER AREA
1. On 16th January, 1980 (Minute No. 14) the Committee made recom­
mendations with regard to the possibility of relocating existing 
bailiffing staff in the Mersey and Weaver area with the object of 
improving bailiffing coverage in the area.
2. At the meeting of the Regional Committee on 4th February, 1980 
(Minute No. 32 E (2)) it was resolved that the above recommendation be 
not approved and the following recommendation to the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee be substituted therefore:
"That in view of the considerably increased income expected 
to accrue from licensed angling, and the requests for advice on 
fishery management in the Mersey and Weaver area, the bailiffing 
staff in the area be strengthened as a matter of urgency."
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
1. On 3rd March, 1980, the Policy and Resources Committee approved 
a draft calendar of meetings for the Authority, Committees and 
Sub-Committees for the "Authority Year" from June 1980 for submission 
to the Authority for consideration at its Annual Meeting on 16th June,
1980, in accordance with Rule 1(3) of the Rules of the Authority.
2. The dates proposed for meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees are set out in the appendix hereto for 
information. Any variations made at the Annual Meeting will be 
notified to members.
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REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TIME AND DATE OF MEETING
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 18th June, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 23rd June, 1980
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 24th June, 1980
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 25th June, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th June, 1980
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 28th July, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th October, 1980
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 14th October, 1980
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 15th October, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 20th October, 1980
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 22nd October, 1980
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 10th November, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 5th January, 1981
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 6th January, 1981
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 7th January, 1981
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 12th January, 1981
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 14th January, 1981
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 2nd February, 1981
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th March, 1981
North Cumbr ia 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 31st March, 1981
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 1st April 1981
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 8th April, 19 8].
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th April, 1981
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 27th April, 1981
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REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
December began with conditions of heavy rain and high winds, fishing 
effort in the area to the North of the River Mersey being light. 
Sport was brisker in the rivers and meres of Cheshire with catches of 
Bream to 101b in the River Weaver at Vale Royal and 6-81b mixed nets 
of chub and dace from the River Dane at Davenham being common. The 
Trent and Mersey Canal between Rudheath and Whatcroft showed 
improvement, producing regular catches of small bream and roach. 
Weather through the Christmas period was mild and wet but heavy 
angling effort produced no exceptional catches.
January through to the early part of February was a period of 
fluctuating temperatures with some severe frosts. Stillwaters were 
frozen over and rivers were high, providing few angling opportunities. 
The latter half of February was unusually mild but no notable catches 
were reported.
2. HATCHERIES 
Hollingworth Hatchery
Stripping operations on both Brown and Rainbow Trout brood stock 
in December yielded 40,000 Brown trout ova and 71,000 Rainbow trout 
ova. A batch of 18,000 Rainbow trout ova had to be scrapped in 
January as they were obviously infertile and thought to be the result 
of stripping over-ripe females. By the end of the review period all 
the ova were hatched, though unusually high hatching mortalities were 
noticed and this has been attributed to premature hatching caused by 
fluctuating temperatures.
The numbers of fish being held at 29th February, 1980 were as 
follows:-
Age Rainbow Trout Brown Trout
0+ 40,000 24,000
1+ 11,000 26,000
2+ 13,000 3,500
3+ and 4+ 300
Worthington Stock Ponds
The Carp held at Worthington were removed during December to allow 
improvement works to be carried out on the ponds in time for the new 
season. The ponds are to be made watertight and drainable. 700 
common and mirror Carp were taken to Dalton-in-Furness to be grown-on 
in cages and a further 1,300 small. Carp were distributed to various 
Angling Clubs and Water Authority reservoirs.
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Pilot Hatchery
Carp fry continue to grow well within the system although there 
is a considerable difference in the size of the fish from the same 
brood. 5-10% of fish grow very quickly and acquire cannibalistic 
tendencies, and when these larger fish are moved other fish grow 
quickly and replace them. Pry from the last stripping in September 
varied from 1" to 7" in length at the end of February. Unfortunately 
with the limited facilities available it is not possible to grade the 
fish as frequently as we would wish and in consequence losses from 
cannibalism are relatively high*
3. STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
(a) Grants or Sales from Authority Sources
120 6" Brown Trout were given to Southport Fly fishers in 
exchange for 130 Rudd. 1,300 Carp from the stock ponds at 
Worthington and 20,000 Roach from Bostock Hall stock ponds were 
distributed to various Club and Authority waters through the 
area.
Full details of the stockings are listed in the Appendix to 
this report.
(b) Transfers for Clubs carried out by Authority staff
1 ................................... ............ . *  1 * ■ " " " ‘ " i  1 1 ■ i
A total of 15,750 fish were moved for 7 clubs between 
1st December, 1979 and 29th February, 1980.
4. STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS 
Consents have been issued to introduce the following fish:-
Coarse fish
Roach
Rudd
Perch
6,800
2,250
Gudgeon
Tench
Bronze Bream
Chub
Dace
900
803
250
250
200
30
Non-Migratory Trout
Brown Trout 
Rainbow Trout 
Rainbow Trout ova
1,800
11,511
14,000
Full details of these stockings are listed in the Appendix to this 
report.
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5. CONSULTATION WITH OUTSIDE INTERESTS
40 site visits were made by staff during the review period for the 
purpose of giving fisheries advice, including netting and electro­
fishing operations, together with inspections with Club Committee 
members.
6. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND FISH MORTALITIES
No instances of fish mortality or pollution were noted during the 
review period.
One fish disease outbreak was reported at Rushton Diesel's Lake, 
Newton-le-Willows where perch disease was detected during a netting 
survey.
7. ILLEGAL INTRODUCTIONS OF ZANDER - LEEDS/LIVERPOOL CANAL
Considerable publicity has been given to two annonymous letters 
received by the 'Angling Times', the authors of which claim to have 
introduced Zander into the Leeds/Liverpool Canal at Maghull and 
Aintree, and the Crossens drainage system. The first letter in 
February 1980 claimed that over two years 38 Zander had been put into 
the Leeds/Liverpool Canal in the Liverpool area. Following this a 
short electro-fishing exercise was mounted at Maghull, but no Zander 
were caught in the 200m stretch fished, although a good stock of 
splendid Roach was discovered.
The second letter, dated 13th February, claims that three more 
Zander have been put into the canal, and further that an unspecified 
quantity have been put into the C r o s s e n s  system. If these 
introductions have taken place, the numbers involved are so small that 
it is very unlikely that electro-fishing would detect ^them, indeed 
even that they would appear in anglers' catches. The Authority has 
asked in statements on local radio and television that anglers 
catching a fish they suspect to be a Zander should remove it from the 
canal and contact the Authority who will identify it positively.
8. REMOVAL OF SILT FROM WINSFORD FLASHES
A proposal by Vale Royal District Council to remove and transport
50,000 tons of silt from the Winsford Flashes upstream (presumably by 
barge) to the Furey lime beds at Northwich, appeared in the Evening 
Sentinel of 27th February, 1980. The silt would be used to cover the 
lime beds and would be contoured and landscaped to include a flat area 
for sporting activities. It is anticipated that the operation will 
commence in October of this year.
There are water quality, land drainage and fisheries implications, 
and discussions are proceeding with the Vale Royal District Council to 
ensure that any disruptive effects are minimised.
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NON-MIGRATORY TROUT STOCKINGS
APPENDIX.
ASSOCIATION OR 
INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
12.79 N.W.W.A.,
Pennine Division
Wayoh Reservoir Annandale Trout 
Farm
Rainbow 1,500 12"
12.79 n if Entwistle Res. It 1 Rainbow 1,500 12"
12.79 m it Heaton Reservoir 11 11 Rainbow 500 12"
12.79 n it Dingle Reservoir 11 I Rainbow 500 12"
2.79 ii it Walkerwood Res. If I Rainbow 1,250 12"
. 1.80 Batemill Fish 
Farm
Batemill Fish 
Farm
Trawsfynydd Fish 
Farm
Rainbow 10,000 Ova
.1.80 Winsford & Dist. 
A.A.
Marton Hole Humberside
Fisheries
Rainbow
Rainbow
300
90
10-12" 
21b +
, 2.80 N.W.W.A.,
Pennine Division
Wayoh Reservoir Annandale Trout 
Farm
Rainbow 1,000 12"
. 2.80 11 1! Entwistle Res. II I Rainbow 1,000 12"
. 2.80 Disteleigh FFC Bollinhurst Res. 
Horescappes Res.
C.E.G.B.,
Hatchery
Trawfynydd
Rainbow 450
6
5-7" 
2 lb
. 2.80 Whitegate Anglers Tommys Hole 
Whitegate
Belleau Bridge 
Trout Farm
Brown - 300 11-12"
. 2.80 Davenham A.C., River Dane 
(Bostock estate)
Belleau Bridge 
Trout Farm
Brown 500 9"
. 2.80 Batemill Fish 
Farm
Batemill Fish 
Farm
Chirk Fisheries Rainbow
Rainbow
Brown
4,000
100
100
Ova 
' 10-12" 
10-12"
. 2.80 N.W.W.A.,
Pennine Division
Wayoh Reservoir Sinnington 
Trout Farm
Rainbow 1,000 12"
. 2.80 11 11 Entwistle Res. ii ii Rainbow 1,000 12"
. 2.80 Warrington Anglers River Gowy 
Mickle Trafford
Sinnington Trout 
Farm
Rainbow 500 10-12"
. 2.80 Mow Cap A.C. River Dane, Eaton Chirk Fisheries Brown 100
500
10-12" 
4- 6"
. 2.80 Wyresdale Park 
Shoot
Wyresdale Park 
Lake
Northern Fisheries 
Watermill Trout 
Farm
Rainbow 400
200
200
15
10-12"
11-13"
12-14" 
4 lb
DETAILS OF COARSE FISH STOCKINGS BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS 
(AS SUMMARISED IN AREA FISHERIES OFFICER'S REPORT)
hiE ASSOCIATION OR INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
.12.79 Cheshire CC Rec. 
Div.
Shakerley Mere Humberside
Fisheries
Roach
Gudgeon
700
200
4-6"
.12.79 Warburton Fish. Fish Farm Tanks Beaver Fish 
.Supplies
Tench 12 21b
A2.79 G.M.C. Rec.Dept. Sale Water Park Avon Coarse Fish 
Farm
Rudd 1,000 4-6"
.12.79 Warburton Fish. Fish Farm Tanks Beaver Fish 
Supplies
Tench 12 21b+
.12.79 Rainford Junction 
A.S.
Terrace Delph Northern
Fisheries
Roach
Bream
Perch
100
100
100
6-8"
6-8"
7-8"
.12.79 G.M.C Rec.Dept Sale Water Park Humberside
Fisheries
Bream 50 51b+
oCO
 
t—i Crewe Pioneers 
A. C .
River Weaver 
Nantwich
Northern
Fisheries
Chub
Dace
250
250
6-11"
6-11"
. 2.80 Barber & Coleman 
A.C.
Marston Pit Northern
Fisheries
Bream 300 6-8"
. 2.80 Mr. Garlick Hollingworth
Lake
Northern : 
Fisheries
Rudd 750 4-11"
. 2.80 Bolton Rivers A.S. Higher & Lower 
Doe Hey Res.
Northern
Fisheries
Perch 300 6oz-llb
. 2.80 Ramsbottom A.A. Club Waters,Turn 
Village ,EdenfieM
Heron Coarse 
Fish Farm
Bream 350 8 oz
. 2.80 Mr. Garside Huddersfield 
Narrow Canal
Northern
Fisheries
Roach 500 6-8"
. 2.80 Mr.K.J. Knight Mere View Lake Northern
Fisheries
Roach 2,500 3-4"
. 2.80 Elworth A.C. Moston Flash Northern
Fisheries
Roach 2,000 3-4"
DETAILS OF COARSE FISH TRANSFERS BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
VTE ASSOCIATION OR 
INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
2.80 Diggle A.S. Reddish Vale 
Waters
"Trawsfynydd Lake Rudd 500 5-8"
2.80 Wigan A.A. Leeds & L'Pool 
Canal,Bottany 
Length
Welch Whittle 
Colliery
Roach
Perch
Tench
Bream
1,000
500
6
3
COARSE FISH TRANSFERS CARRIED OUT BY NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
TE ASSOCIATION OR INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
^,79 Northwich Joint 
Anglers
Trent & Mersey 
Canal, Croxton
Hassall Pool Roach
Bream
4,000
2.79 Farnworth and 
District A.C.
Sandhole Pit and 
Gorse Pit.Walkden
Linnishaw Res, 
Walkden
Mixed
Coarse fish
6,000
2.79 Rochdale Met. 
Anglers
Rochdale Canal Southport Fly 
Fishers
Rudd 130
2.79 Greenall Whitley 
A.A.
Rochdale Canal, 
Failsworth
Nostel Priory 
Wakefield
Roach 1,000
1.80 Volunteer A.C. White House 
Westhoughton
Roach and 
Crucian
500+
2.80 Elworth A.C. Elton Hall Meols Pond Bream and 
Roach
4,000 4-10"
2.80 Bollington Royal 
Oak
Millhouse Pool Capesthorne Estate Carp 120 88 lb 
weight
GRANTS OR SALES FROM N.W.W.A., SOURCES
.TE ASSOCIATION OR INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
.2.79 Mosside Hospital Mosside Hospital Worthington Stock Pool
Carp 50
,2.79 Over Oulton A.C. Duchy Pond,Bolton Worthington • Carp 100
.2.79 Southport F.F. Gravel Pit, 
Southport
Tintwistle
Hatchery
B. Trout 120 6"
,79 Diggle A.C. Reddish No.l Worthington Carp 150
.2.79 Rochdale Met. 
Anglers
Rochdale Canal . Worthington Carp 500
.2.79 N.W.W.A. Arley Reservoir Worthington Carp 500
2.80 Sandbach W.M.C. Dingle Pool, 
Sandbach
Bostock Hall Roach 5,000 2-4"
2.80 Irby Anglers Willow Pool Bostock Hall Roach 5,000 2-4"
!.80 Halton Anglers Bridgewater Canal 
Runcorn
Bostock Hall Roach 5,000 2-4"
2.80 I.C.I. A.C. Dutton Flashes Bostock Hall Roach 5,000 2-4"
